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dMap 5 Marine Mammal Haulouts and Rookeries

Source: 
1 - California Department of Fish and Game 2007 - developed from
data collected by Mark Lowry for NOAA in 2002 and ammended by Sarah Allen in 2007
2 - Personal Observations of Sarah Allen, National Parks Service, 2007

This map depicts pinniped utilization of the coast within the study region.  Harbor Seal 
haulouts are represented by grey circles whose diameters indicate the maximum number of 
animals observed at these locations. Haulouts used by multiple pinneped species are 
represented as bar graphs depicting the maxium number of each species observed. The 
positional precision of these data is low. The data were collected during aerial surveys 
in 2002 and the positions were marked with GPS from a moving plane. To aid in the 
representation of these data on this map, the points were agregated into 1 square 
kilometer cells so positions of haulouts could be off by as much as 1km. Estimated numbers 
of animals at haulout sites represent the maximum number in any season. Note that 
breeding season numbers may be lower (eg. while thousands of California Sea Lions 
haulout on the Farallons Islands, less than 100 breed there. Similarly, while around 
1000 northern elephant seals haulout on the Farallons, only about half that many breed 
there). Information on marine mammal rookery sites (a subset of haulout sites) was 
provided by Sarah Allen, National Park Service, based on observational data.

California Department of Fish and Game
Marine Region GIS Lab, Oct 03, 2007
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